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Body 


Can voters be sold on climate change?, Oct. 11 


In her article, Susan Delacourt talks about "the survival of the planet." Elizabeth May, in the same article, talks 
about "saving the planet." Both of these are nonsense! Earth, as a planet, will survive even if you and | sit on our 
hands and do nothing. It is we, the humans on it, who will not survive. We - you and | - will be gone in only a matter 
of years unless we do something right now. 


Elizabeth May compared this fight against climate change to the Second World War, when people the world over 
fought against a common enemy. Yes, people complained about the sacrifices they had to make, but our 
government leaders knew they had no choice: we had to fight. 


So now, prime ministers and presidents, pick your side! And you - so called "ordinary voters" - which side do you 
want to be on? 


If you pick the wrong party, we humans will perish. Choose carefully in the next election! 
Kaarina Brooks, Alliston, Ont. 


Susan Delacourt asks whether "ordinary voters" can be sold on climate change, and the extraordinary measures 
that governments and individuals will have to take, starting right now, to avert catastrophe. It's hard to believe this 
question even has to be posed. 


Are that many people really OK with life as we know it beginning to unravel in a few short years? With mass 
extinction, collapsing economies and widespread human suffering? Do that many others disbelieve the experts or 
think it'll all work out, somehow? 


Sadly, it seems that apathy abounds, and, when coupled with powerful corporate interests happy with the status 
quo, the likelihood of meaningful action is exceedingly low. 


In any event, please put this ordinary voter down for extraordinary measures. 
Justin Tanguay, Ottawa 


Susan Delacourt is asking the wrong question. The polls consistently show that the majority of voters want action 
on climate change. The real problems are that: 1) their votes don't translate into seats and 2) even when they do 
elect a government pledged to combating climate change, voters are unable to hold them to that commitment. Both 
problems stem directly from our winner-take-all electoral system. 


Gary Dale, West Hill 
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